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Cox  GeHE-ALOGY- 
1500- 1 3  o  7-  RD. 


The  Reverand  Simeon.  0.  Coxe  (1877-1955)  was  a  very  able 
and  successful  amateur  genealogist.  He  loved  his  hobby  and 
most  of  the  last  twenty  years  of  his  life  was  spent  in  pur¬ 
suing  the  elusive  clues  and  fitting  together  the  baffling 
puzzles  that  only  a  genealogist  can  appreciate .  !-1a  hr d  a 

fabulous  memory  for  names,  dates,  and  places,  a  fa : t  wh’.ch 
■'made  it  possible  for  him  to  attain  recognition  as  an  o:i> 

; 

* 

j  standing  genealogist.  He  left  his  family  (one  oO/i)  nis 

priceless  files,  and  we  are  passing  this  on  to  our  kin  in 

the  hopes  that  it  will  bring  those  who  bear  the  name  sCox" 

/ 

a  sense  of  pride  and  inspiration. 
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Com,  Richard  (15C0-15C1),  Bishop  of  Ely  (1559-15C0),  one  of  the 

rcoot  active  of  the  minor  English  reformers ,  was  born  at  Unaddon  in 

Buckinghamshire.  After  receiving  seme  education  at  the  Benedictine 

oricry  of  St.  Leonard  Snalshall  near  Whaddon ,  then  went  to  Eton  and 

Inter  to  King's  College  Cambridge  in  1519,  proceeding  B.  A.  in  1523-24. 

lie  was  invited  by  Uolsey  to  enter  his  new  foundation  of  Christ  Church 

in  Oxford  as  Junior  Canon  soon  afterwards,  and  was  incorporated  B.A. 

at  Oxford  as  December  7,  1525,  and  was  created  M.  A.  July  2,  1526. 

Becoming  known  as  a  Lutheran,  he  was  forced  to  leave  the  university, 

and  moved  to  Eton,  where  he  was  head  master .  he  proceeded  E.  D.  at 

Cambridge  in  1535  and  D.  D.  in  1537,  and  was  male  chaplain  to  the  King 

to  Archbishop  Or aimer  and  to  Gooderich  bishop  of  Ely.  His  name  appears 
in  several  important  transactions  _ _ y 

ha  was  on  the  commission  which  composed  “The  Necessary  Doctrine  and 

Erudition  of  a  Christian  Man” — the  third  great  formulary  of  Henry  and 

his  answers  to  the  questions  which  were  preliminarily  propounded  to 

the  commissioners  are  extant  among  the  rest,  he  was  also  on  the  com- 

,  i 

mission  oi  clergy  of  the  same  date,  which  pronounced  the  King’s  mar¬ 
riage  with  Anna  of  Clave  null  and  void.  In  the  same  year,  he  was  made 
archdeacon  of  Ely;  and  on  June  3,  1542  became  prefendory  of  Lincoln. 

On  January  8,  1543,  ha  became  dean  of  the  Cathcderai,  Osney,  and  when 
the  seat  of  the  dcanry  was  transferred  to  Oxford,  he  was  the  first 
dean  of  Christ  Church,  May  21,  1547.  In  1542  he  was  on  the  commission 
which  was  nominated  by  convocation  for  making  an  authorative  version 
of  the  Bible  where  he  was  one  of  those  to  whom  the  Old  Testament  was 


assigned.  That  project  was  squashed  by  the  interference  of  the  King. 

In  1545,  he  was  one  of  the  officials  appointed  to  hear  Dr.  Cro.r.e  pub- 
lically  recant  at  Faui's  Cross,  and  with  others  he  denounced  the  rc- 
^antatron  c*s  x^-L^ncu  ana  j  anu  in  Cut.  u  enquiry 

before  the  privy  council,  did  notably  use  himself  against  Creme. 

On  the  accession  of  Edward  VI  his  advancement  was  rapid.  He  was 
already  tutor  and  almoner  since  July  7,  1544  of  the  King.  On  Septem¬ 
ber  28,  1547,  he  became  rector  of  Harrow,  Middlesex  and  on  April  23, 
1548,  canon  of  Windsor,  he  vwas  in  high  favor  with  Creamer,  insomuch 
that  he  was  one  of  the  only  two  doctors  who  were  included  with  the 
bishop  in  giving  answers  to  the  questions  on  the  Mass  that  were-  is¬ 
sued  by  the  primate  about  the  beginning  of  the  reign.  He  was  on  the 
celebrated  Windsor  Commission,  which  in  1545  compiled  the  first  English 
Communion,  the  first  prayer  booh  in  154),  and  probably  the  first  Eng¬ 
lish  ordinal  in  1555,  and  which  seems  to  have  been  further  employed 
in  revising  the  first  prayer  book,  and  making  the  alterations  that 
are  found  in  the  book  of  1552. 

Cox  ceased  to  be  royal  tutor  at  the  beginning  of  1550,  but  he  re¬ 
tained  his  post  of  Almoner,  and  was  raised  to  the  deanery  of  Westminis¬ 
ter,  May  22,  1547.  From  May  21,  1547,  till  Mov.  14,  1552,  he  was 
Chancellor  of  the  University  of  Oxford.  He  was  a  great  hatbourer  of 
the  foreign  divines  and  seems  to  have  had  the  main  hand  in  introducing 
such  men  as  Peter  Kaytyr ,  Stumpaius  and  John  ab  Ulmis  of  the  university 
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la  1549  ha  was  one  of  the  seven  royal  visitors  or  delegates  who 
sv/ept  the  schools  and  colleges  with  the  most  destructive  real ,  confis¬ 
cating  and  converting  cun  Is ,  altering  statutes,  destroying  boohs  and 
manuscripts  with  unsparing  fury.  The  "mad  work'1  as  Wood  called  it, 
that  he  made  procured  for  the  chancellor  the  reproachful  nickname  of 
the  chancellor  of  the  university.  On  this  occasion  he  presided  at 
the  great  disputation  for  four  days,  which  was  held  between  Feter 
Martyr  and  Morgan.  He  was  on  Martyr's  side.  The  next  year  he  wa3 
sent  by  the  council  into  Essex  to  appease  che  people,  who  were  ex¬ 
cited  by  the  resistance  of  Bishop  Day.  He  later  was  in  a  renewed 
and  equally  destructive,  visitation  on  Oxford.  Dur  mg  a.£  s  aw  e  period 
he  was  on  several  commissions  that  were  issued  for  revising  the  eccles¬ 
iastical  laws,  which  at  last  resulted  in  the  abortive  Code  of  the 
"Reformatio  Legutr.  Ecclesiastic  Arum." 

On  the  death  of  Edward,  Cox  was  apprehended  Aug  5,  1553,  on  sus¬ 


picion  of  being  concerned  in  the  Northumberland  plot,  in  May,  1554, 
he  made  his  way  to  Frankfort  for  his  place  of  exile. 

The  English  congregation  in  that  city  had  adopted  a  form  of  ser¬ 


i 


vice  that  differed  widely  from  the  prayer  book  and  accepted  the  Calvin- 
istic  doctrine.  At  the  same  time  with  the  view  of  making  Frankfort 
as  the  nearest  to  England,  the  head  of  the  English  Church  colonies 
ministers  Y7ere  from  Strasburg,  Zurich  and  from  Geneva  came  Knox. 

Knox  soon  stood  at  the  head  of  the  party  which  desired  other  altera¬ 
tions.  Cox  arrived  on  the  scene  and  tried  to  get  them  to  maintain 
the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  as  it  had  been  established  in  the  reign  of 
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Edward  VI 
Coxxans  . 
forced  to 


.  Knox  and  his 
They  became  go 
call  in  magistr 


followers  were  Known  as  K noxians  and  Cox  as 
embittered  in  their  trouble  that  they  were 
ates  to  keep  them  from  coming  to  blows .  Knox 


was  first  obtained  from  the  authorities.  Their  triumph  was  brief.  In 
one  of  Knox’s  sermons  they  detected  treason  from  Knox  against  the 
emperor.  He  and  his  followers  were  expelled  from  Frankfort,  (March 
26,  1555).  The  English  service  of  Edward  was  then  restored. 

No  record  of  Cox  holding  any  office  in  the  church  after  this.  Ha 
was  chosen  by  the  magistrates  to  be  one  of  the  arbitors  to  help  bring 
the  two  parties  to  an  agreement. 

When  Elizabeth  came  to  the  throne,  Cox  returned  to  England;  preached 
frequently  before  the  Queen.  lie  was  appointed  visitor  of  the  univer¬ 
sity  of  Oxford  (June  6,  1559)  and  was  placed  in  the  see  of  Ely.  At 
Ely  he  remained  twenty -one  years.  He  refused  to  minister  in  the 
queen's  chapel  because  of  the  crucifix  and  lights  there  and  justified 
himself  in  a  letter  to  Her  Majesty. 


He  was  considered  severe  toward  the  Romanists  in  his  custody.  In  j 

1579  several  accusations  were  brought  against  him  and  his  wife  by 

Lord  North.  Ha  seems  to  have  vindicated  himself  successful!,  but  was 

compelled  to  cede  a  manor  to  his  accuser  North.  Disgusted  with  court, 

Cox  petitioned  for  permission  to  resign  his  see  and  this  request  was 

granted  1579 -CO.  He  received  a  pension  of  200  pounds  and  the  palace 

of  Doddington.  Cox  died  July  22,  1581. 

Twenty  years  after  his  death  an  elaborate  monument  erected  in  his 

r.emory  in  the  Ely  Cathedral  was  defaced  because  of  his  reforms.  He 
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parried  twice— first  while  dean  of  Christ  Church,  and  the  second  time 
about  1558.  Ilia  second  wife  was  Jane,  daughter  of  George  Audner, 
a  Idem,  an  of  Cambridge  and  widow  of  William  Turner,  dean  of  Wells. 

Kis  children  were:  John- -Sir  Richard  of  Brave,  Roger,  Joanna,  Rhode. 
The  executors  of  his  will  dated  April  20,  1581,  were  Archbishop  Grin- 
dal,  Thomas  Cooper,  bishop  of  Lincoln,  John  Parker,  archdeacon  of  Ely 
his  son  John  and  Richard  Upchore.- 

Cox  translated  the  Acts  and  St.  Paul's  Epistle  to  the  Romans  for 
the  Bishop's  Bible  and  published  "Articles  to  be  Inquired. of  in  his 
Visitation"  in  1573. 

Manuscript  tracts  and  letters  on  church  policy  are  in  the  British 
Museum,  and  many  are  printed  in  Strype's  ".Annuals"  and  Burnet's 
"History  of  the  Reformation."  A  note  book  in  Corpus  College  library 
at  Cambridge.  Portraits  are  at  King's  College  and  Trinity  Hall, 
Cambridge.  (The  above  biography  from  Dictionary  of  National  Bio¬ 
graphy  Vol.  IV,  Smith  and  Elder,  London  1908). 

John  Ccx,  son  of  Richard  Cox,  Bishop  of  Ely. 

In  his  autobiography ,  Sir  Richard  Cox  (1650-1733)  describes  his  grand 
father,  Michael  Cox,  Esquire,  as  an  adventurer  into  Ireland  about 
1600.  He  was  of  an  honorable  Wiltshire  family  and  was  a  grandson  of 
Dr.  Richard  Cox,  Bishop  of  Ely  and  his  father  was  John  Cox,  and  he 
was  executer  of  his  father's  will  1581.  Michael  Cox's  wife's  name  is 
not  known.  It  is  known  that  he  had  three  sons.  The  third  son  was 


Cap t .  Richard  Cox . 
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Captain  Richard  Cox,  son  of  Michael,  was  in  the  Kind's  Army.  A 
personage  of  great  strength  and  courage,  who  fought  under  Charles  I 
in  Gen.  Jepson's  Regiment  or  Horse,  and  later  under  Cromwell.  Capt. 
Richard  Cox  married  the  widow  of  Capt.  Thomas  Batten  who  was  killed 
in  1642.  She  was  Katherine,  daughter  of  Walter  Bird,  Esq.  of.  Clogh- 
nokilty.  Capt.  Cox  was  killed  in  July  1615,  leaving  widow  Katherine 
who  in  a  few  months  bore  a  son,  Richard.  Katherine  also  died  in 
the  same  year  of  her  son's  birth.  The  infant  Richard  was  reared  in 
the  house  of  his  grandfather,  Walter  Bird  until  his  death  in  1659, 
when  the  little  Richard  was  placed  in  the  care  of  his  good  uncle, 

John  Bird. 

Sir  Richard  Cox  (1650-1733),  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland. 

He  was  the  son  of  Capt.  Richard  Cox  and  Katherine,  daughter  of  Walter 
Bird  and  widow  of  Capt.  Thomas  Batten.  He  was  born  at  Eandon  on 
March  25,  1650.  Losing  both  of  his  parents  before  he  was  three  years 
of  age,  he  was  left  to  the  care  of  his  grandfather  and  good  uncle, 
John  Bird,  seneschal  of  the  manor  court  of  Bandon.  He  was  educated 
at  the  school  of  Clonskilty  and  after  spending  three  years  idely,  he 
commended  practicing  as  an  attorney  in  the  manor  courts.  Not  being 
satisfied  with  his  position  he  realized  the  little  property  which 
had  been  left  him  by  his  grandfather  was  not  sufficient  and  went 
home  to  London.  He  was  admitted  a  student  at  Gray's  Inn  In  Sept. 

1671  and  was  called  to  the  bar  August  9,  1573. 
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Refusing  an  advantageous  offer  from  Sir  Francis  Ratcliffc,  ho 
returned  to  Ireland  and  on  February  26,  1674,  married  Mary,  daughter 
of  John  Bourne.  She  was  fifteen  years  old  and  he  twenty-four .  He 
lived  with  his  family  in  the  country  at  Cloghnikilty  for  seven  years. 

Finding  it  necessary  to  provide  for  his  increasing  family,  he 
moved  to  Cork,  where  he  began  practicing  at  the  bar.  He  was  appointed 
recorder  at  ICLnsale. 

On  the  accession  of  James  II,  Cox,  who  as  a  zealous  protestant, 

i 

had  made  a  public  attack  upon  the  Catholics  while  presiding  at  the  f 
Cork  quarter  session,  and  did  not  go  back  to  England.  He  settled 
v/ith  his  family  at  Bristol,  where  he  had  good  practice.  Ha  used  his 
leisure  time  In  writing  his  Hibernia  Anglicans;  or  History  of  Ireland 
from  the  Conquest  there  of  by  the  English  to  the  present  time.  The 
first  part  of  this  book  appeared  soon  after  the  revolution  in  1689, 
and  the  second  part  in  the  following  year. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  Cox  went  to  London  and 
there  showed  his  zeal  for  the  revolution  by  publishing  "A  Sheet  of  ^ 
Aphorisms"  trying  to  prove  by  a  fair  deduction  the  necessity  of  making 
the  Prince  of  Orange  King  and  of  sending  speedy  relief  to  Ireland. 

He  presented  every  member  who  entered  the  house  on  the  first  day 
of  the  convention  a  copy  of  this.  He  afterwards  published  a  half 
sheet  entitled,  "A  Brief  and  Modest  Representation  of  the  Present 
State  and  Condition  of  Ireland."  He  declined  the  offer  of  the  post 
of  secretary  to  the  Duke  of  Schomberg;  but  he  accepted  that  of  secre¬ 
tary  to  Sir  Robert  Southwell,  whom  he  accompanied  to  Ireland. 
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He  was  present  at  the  battle  of  the  Coyne,  where  the  accuracy  of 
his  information  was  of  considerable  assistance  to  William.  The  Dec¬ 
laration  of  Finglas,  which  was  issued  upon  the  King's  arrival  at  Dub¬ 
lin  was  wholly  written  by  Cox.  William  having  refused  to  alter  the 
draft,  for  he  said  that,  “Mr.  Cox  had  exactly  hit  his  mind."  On  the 
surrender  of  Waterford,  Cox  was  made  recorder  of  that  city,  and  not 
long  afterwards,  on  September  15,  1690  was  sworn  Second  Justice  of 
the  Common  Pleas. 

After  serving  on  two  commissions  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  he  was 
appointed  military  governor  of  Cork  in  1691.  With  great  promptness 
he  raised  eight  regiments  of  foot  and  three  of  cavalry.  During  his 
governorship,  which  lasted  until  the  reduction  of  Limerich,  Cox 
successfully  protected  a  frontier  of  eighty  miles  long  and  at  the 
same  time  was  able  to  send  assistance  to  General  Gimkel.  For  these 
services  he  was  admitted  a  member  of  the  privy  council  on  April  13, 
1690.  In  Feb.  1693,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  commissioners  of 
forfeitures.  Though  far  from  being  prejudiced  in  favor  of  the  Reman 
Catholics,  he  insisted  that  they  were  in  justice  entitled  to  the 
benefits  of  the  Article  of  Limerick.  These  views  gave  great  dis¬ 
pleasure  to  many  of  the  more  violent  Protestants.  He  was  in  conse¬ 
quence  removed  from  the  council  in  June  1695  and  the  commission  of 
forfeitures  was  dissolved;  its  duties  being  transferred  to  the  com¬ 
missioners  of  the  revenue.  In  1696,  he  went  over  to  England  for  the 
recovery  of  his  health.  About  this  period  he  wrote  an  essay  for  the 

Conversion  of  the  Irish  and  the  tract  entitled,  "Some  Thoughts  on 
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I-Ion.  The  House  of  Lords  for  Pro- 


the  Sill  depending  before  the  Rt. 
hibiting  the  Exportation  of  the  Woolen  Manufactures  of  Ireland  to 
Foreign  Ports." 

Upon  the  death  of  Sir  John  Hely  in  April,  1701,  Cox  was  appointed 

Chief  Justice  to  the  Common  Pleas  and  in  a  few  days  afterwards  was 
readmitted  to  the  privy  council.  On  the  accession  of  Anne  he  was 
summoned  to  London  to  consult  about  the  future  parliament  and  other 
Irish  matters. 

Though  he  strongly  urged  that  it  was  for  the  interest  of  England 
to  encourage  the  woolen  manufactures  in  Ireland  the  coarse  branches 
of  it  and  boldly  stated  that  he  thought  it  was  the  most  impolite  step 
which  was  ever  taken  by  England  to  prohibit  the  whole  exportation  of 
woolen  manufactures  for  Ireland,  the  ministers  felt  unable  to  act  on 
his  advice. 

On  his  leaving  England  the  Queen  presented  him  with  500  pounds 
for  the  expense  of  his  journey. 

In  1703  Sir  Richard  Cox  was  nominated  Lord  .Chancellor  of  Ireland 
in  the  room  of  John  Methuen,  appointed  ambas^rfdor  at  Lisbon  and  on 
August  6,  he  took  the  oaths  of  office. 

In  the  first  session  of  the  new  parliament  for  which  he  issued 
the  writs  after  entering  upon  office,  the  "Act  to  prevent  the  further 
growth  of  Popery"  was  passed  without,  it  is  strange  to  say,  a  dis¬ 
sentient  voice  of  either  house  in  spite  of  the  protests  of  Councils 
who  were  heard  at  the  bar  on  behalf  of  the  Roman  Catholics. 
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On  Dec.  4,  1703  ha  was  presented  with  the  freedom  of  the  city  of 
Dublin.  In  the  following  year,  owning  to  his  recommendation  an  Eng¬ 
lish  Act  was  passed,  authorising  the  exportation  of  Irish  linen  to 
the  plantations.  He  was  created  a  baronet  on  Nov.  21,  1706.  During 
the  absence  of  the  lord- lieu tenants  from  Ireland,  Cox  several  times 
acted  as  one  of  the  Lords  Justices. 

His  refusal  to  allow  an  election  by  the  privy  council  of  a  new 
lord  justice  on  the  death  of  his  colleague,  Lord  Cutts,  gave  rise  to 
considerable  contention;  but  his  action  was  upheld  by  the  English 
legal  authorities.  Upon  the  appointment  of  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  to 
the  post  of  Lord  Lieutenant,  Cox  was  removed  from  the  chancellorship 
on  June  30,  1707  and  Chief  Baron  Freeman  was  appointed  in  his  place. 

During  his  retirement  from  public  life  he  devoted  himself  chiefly 
to  the  study  of  theology  and  in  1709  published  “An  Address  to  Those 
of  the  Roman  Commission  in  England,  occasioned  by  the  late  Act  of 
Parliament  to  prevent  the  growth  of  Popery",  recommended  to  those  of 
the  Roman  Communion  in  Ireland  upon  the  late  like  occasion.  He  also 
wrote  about  this  time,  "An  Inquiry  into  Religion  and  the  Use  of  Reason 
In  It".  (reference  to  it  px  1  London,  1713,  3  vol.) 

In  1711  he  was  appointed  chief  Justice  of  the  Queen's  bench;  but 
on  the  death  of  Anne  was  with  other  Judges  removed  from  the  bench,  as 
well  as  from  the  privy  council.  His  dismissal  seems  to  have  been 
chiefly  owing  to  his  refusal  to  comply  with  the  directions  to  the 
lords  Justices  of  England  in  regard  to  the  election  of  the  Mayor  of  • 
Dublin. 
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A  number  of  resolutions  were  passed  in  the  Irish  House  of  Commons 
censoring  the  late  Chief  Justice;  hi3  conduct  in  his  judical  capacity 
was  impunged;  and  insinuations  we  re  made-  that  he  had  espoused  the 
cause  of  the  Pretender.  The  latter  charge  was  destitute  of  any  foun¬ 
dation,  and  the  others  falling  to  the  ground  upon  investigation;  no 
further  proceedings  were  taken  against  him. 

Ke  retired  to  the  country  and  in  April  1733,  he  was  seized  with 
apolexy  and  from  the  effects  of  this  he  died  Nay  3,  1733  in  his  84th 
year.  His  wife  died  in  1715.  Cox  was  a  strictly  upright,  honest  man 
with  considerable  energy  of  purpose,  and  when  his  mind  was  not  warped, 
as  it  too  often  was  by  anti-catholic  prejudices,  was  a  thoroughly 
just  administrator. 

Ke  was  succeeded  in  the  title  by  his  grandson,  Richard,  who  es¬ 
tablished  a  linen  manufactory  at  Dunmanway  Co.  Cork,  near  the  family 
seat.  It  was  the  grandson  who  wrote  a  letter  dated  May  15,  1749  to 
Thomas  Prior,  showing  from  experience  a  sure  method  to  establish  the 
linen  manufacture,  and  the  beneficial  effects  it  will  immediately 

i 

produce,  which  is  erroneously  attributed  to  his  grandfather  by  Watt. 

The  bar one try  is  supposed  to  have  become  extinct  on  the  death 
of  Sir  Francis  Kawtery  Cox,  the  twelf th  baronet  in  1873;  but  the  title 
is  claimed  by  the  Rev.  Sir  George  William  Cox,  vicar  of  Scrayingham. 

The  portrait  of  the  first  Sir  Richard  Cox,  which  was  presented 
by  himself,  is  still  to  be  seen  in  the  dining  hall  of  the  hospital 
at  Kilmainha.  The  above  biography  from  Dictionary  of  National  Biog¬ 
raphy  Vol.  IV,  Smith  and  Elder.  London,  1903. 
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The  following  list  of  children  of  Sir  Richard  Cox  and  Mary  Cox 
is  furnished  by  the  college  of  Armis,  Dublin. 


Amy 

1676 

1683 

Richard 

1677 

1725 

John 

1678 

1692 

Walter 

1679 

1683 

George 

1681 

1735 

Catherine 

1682 

• 

Mary 

1683 

Amy 

1684 

Anne 

•  1685 

William 

1636 

Elizabeth 

1688 

Michael 

1691 

1779 

Susannah 

1692 

Joshua 

1694 

Sarah 

169  8 

Joshua  Cox, 

\ 

the  seventh  and  youngest  son  born  to 

Sir  R 

and  Mary  Bourne  Cox,  April  22,  1694.  Joshua  Cox  migrated  to  Penn, 
and  established  his  home  near  the  present  town  of  Greencastle.  Ke 
married  Mary  ?  Rankin,  daughter  of  John  Rankin.  It  may  be  that 
Joshua  Cox  was  married  before  leaving  Ireland.  His  son  Richard  was 
of  age  to  be  an  executor  of  Joshua’s  will,  1747.  This  will  is  still 
in  Lancaster  County,  Penn,  records. 
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His  children-- Joshua,  Richard,  Mary,  David,  John  and  others. 

Mary  married  John  Craig  and  settled  in  Wythe  County.  X.D.  Rupp 
speaks  of  the  ''Widow  Cox" — her  two  sons,  Richard  and  John  and  son- 
in- lav;,  John  Craig--o£  their  escape  from  the  Indians.  In  reference 
to  the  military  services  of  the  three  brothers,  Joshua,  John  and 
David  1759-63  the  records  show  no  other  people  of  the  name  Cox  has 
any  records  listed,  so  it  proves  they  were  the  only  ones  here  of 
this  name. 

TIIS  WILL  OF  JOSHUA  COX 
Lancaster,  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania 
4  Will  Book  "A".  Pa  ft  a  131 

The  last  Will  and  Testament  of  Joshua  Cocks  of  Rathmullen  Town¬ 
ship  in  Lancaster  County  and  province  of  Pennsylvania,  is  as  follows: 

In  the  name  of  God,  Amen 

I  being  at  present  under  some  indisposition  of  body  but  in  per¬ 
fect  use  of  my  reason  and  knowing  it  is  appointed  for  all  men  to  die, 

I  do  make  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament  first  then  I  leave  my  soul 
to  God  who  gave  it  and  my  body  to  be  buried  where  my  friends  think 
fit  and  as  for  my  worldly  goods  I  do  dispose  of  them  in  the  manner 
and  form  following:  After  paying  my  just  debts  and  funeral  charges — 

First  then,  I  bequeath  and  leave  to  my  loving  wife  the  bed  whereon 
we  have  lain  and  her  saddle,  her  clothes  and  a  young  mare  of  three 
years  old  of  a  gray  colour  and  a  third  of  all  my  other  goods. 

The  other  two -thirds  of  my  Estate  and  goods  I  leave  and  bequeath 
to  my  children  to  be  equally  divided  among  them  and  if  it  be  so 

jv  j 

ordered  in  Providence  that  any  of  them  die  then  that  one  share  shall 
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be  equally  divided  among  the  rest.  I  do  appoint  that  soon  after  my 
death  that  ail  my  goods  and  estate  be  prized  and  the  account  be 
taken  and  kept  if  my  wife  shall  think  fit  to  marry  again  that  before 
she  marry  that  what  I  have  left  to  my  children  be  secured  for  them. 
There  is  a  gun  now  in  my  house  which  was  given  to  my  Son,  John  in 
way  of  gift  which  I  acknowledge  doth  properly  belong  to  him.  There 
is  also  a  young  black  mare  of  three  years  old  given  by  Mr.  Crochan 
to  my  daughter  Mary  that  doth  properly  belong  to  her. 


I  do  appoint  my  beloved  wife 


and  son  Richard  to  be  my  Executors  i 


to  perform  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament  and  I  do  appoint  my 
leighbor,  John  Holiday  and  my  Brother-in-law,  William  Rankin'  to 
oversee  and  assist  my  wife  as  to  this  my  Last  Will  and  Testament, 

Joshua  Cox  (Ls) 


This  signed  and  scaled 


22nd  of  April  1747 
in  the  presence  of 

Memorandum  before  the  signing  and  sealing  I  do  order  and  appoint 
that  while  icy  wife  remains  a  widow  that  she  and  the  children  be  main¬ 
tained  off  of  the  whole  and  as  they  come  to  the  age  of  sixteen  that 
they  then  be  put  to  trades  by  the  advise  of  their  Mother  and  the  over 
seers  above  named  and  when  any  of  the  children  are  bound  out  to  a 
trade  that  then  what  portion  falls  to  it  shall  be  put  to  the  best 
advantage  for  its  own  proper  use. 

Andrew  Ilap 
Robert  Jordan 
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LANCASTER  P.  RATHMULLEN  TOWNSHIP  TO  WIT:  June  0,  1747- 
ihsrc  personally  appeared  before  me  the  subscriber  one  of  the  Justices 
of  the  Peace  for  the  county  Robert  Jordan  and  Andrew  Dunlap-  Two  of 
the  witnesses  to  the  within  will  and  on  their  oath  declared  they 
were  present  and  saw  and  heard  Joshua  Cox  the  Testator  within  named 
sign,  seal,  publish  and  declare  the  said  within  written  to  be  his 
last  will  and  Testament  and  at  the  doing  thereof  he  was  of  sound  and 
disposing  mind  and  memory  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge . 

Will  Maxwell 

Joshua  Cox  nominates  his  wife  and  son  Richard  as  executors;  thus 
Indication  that  his  son  was  of  age  to  serve  in  that  capacity.  But 


by  the  terms  of  his  will  he  stipulates  that  as  each  child  becomes 
16  years  of  age  that  child's  portion  shall  be  set  apart  for  it. 

Joshua  Cox  died  as  Indicated  above  in  1747.  The  time  and  place 
of  his  widow’s  death  is  not  known.  In  1766  she  is  mentioned  in  the 
records  of  the  Provincial  (Penn)  council  as  recorded  by  I.  D.  Rupp, 

I 

History  of  Cumberland  and  Franklin  Counties.  It  would  seem  probably  ^ 
that  shortly  thereafter  she  and  her  children  came  to  the  Valley  of 
Virginia,  where  three  of  her  suns,  John  David,  and  Joshua,  were 
soldiers  in  the  Indian  Wars  on  the  frontiers  of  Virginia,  1756-1763. 

By  1765,  tv/o  of  her  sons,  John  and  David  had  become  settled  in 
what  is  now  Grayson  County,  Virginia,  and  her  daughter,  Mary  and 
husband,  John  Craig,  had  settled  in  Wythe  County,  Virginia.  John 
Craig's  will  dated  in  1805.  His  wife  Mary  surviving.  In  1769,  Joshua 
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and  Richard  (brothers  of  John  and  David)  settled  across  the  border  in 
North  Carolina  in  Stokes  County. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  this  migration  of  the  Cox  family  was 
occasioned  by  Indian  depredations  on  the  Penn,  frontiers  following 
Braddock's  defeat  in  1755.  Indeed  two  of  John  Cox's  sons,  Richard 
and  John  were  taken  captives  by  the  Indians  in  the  Spring  of  1756, 
with  their  brother-in-law,  John  Craig.  They  all  escaped  and  returned 
to  the  family  in  August  of  that  year,  /aid  to  anticipate  a  more 
detailed  statement  of  our  swift  ancestry,  it  is  interesting  to  ob¬ 
serve  that  similar  uprisings  on  the  part  of  the  Indians  in  Western 
Maryland,  following  Braddock's  defeat  were  also  the  occasion  for  a 
swift  family  migration  southward  in  1755.  Thus  it  appears  that  for 
Braddock's  defeat  the  whole  tribe  that  we  have  now  become,  would 
have  been  born,  lived  and  died  as  "damnyankees'5.  Hence  there  re¬ 
mains  some  glory  at  least  for  us  in  that  ignominious  defeat. 

Volume  24  of  the  Pennsylvania  Archives  contains  numerous  items 
which  afford  clues  for  further  research  in  the  Penn.  History  of  the  ^ 
family.  As  an  example,  Richard  and  Joshua  Cox  were  joint  patentees 
of  100  acres,  August  13,  1751,  in  Cumberland  County;  this  was  formerly 
Lancaster  County. 

The  children  of  John  and— Rankin  Cox— (1)  Richard,  born  about 
1726,  an  executor  of  his  father's  will  in  1747;  Patentee  (with)  his 
brother  Joshua,  100  acres  in  Cumberland  County,  Pa. --Captured  by 
Indians  in  February  1756,  escaped  in  Aug.  By  his  wife  Jane  he  had 
issue— Joshua,  Tally,  Polly  (Mary),  Catherine,  Agnes,  Cinthia  and 
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Elizabeth.  Richard  Cox  died  in  1310. 

(2)  Joshua,  bom  about  1730,  Patentee  of  land  as  above,  1751. 
Soldier  in  the  Indian  Wars  1757-63.  In  1769  he  married  Mary  Meal, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Neal  of  "Liberty  I-Iall",  Rowan  Co.  N.  C.  lie  died 
in  1321  and  wife  in  1337.  They  had  Jesse,  Mary,  Joshua  and  Cather¬ 
ine.  This  Catherine  Cox  married  1789,  Isham  Cox  whose  immigrant 
ancestor  was  John  Cox  of  Henrico  Co.  Va.  and  unrelated  to  Catherine. 
The  decendants  of  the  above  Joshua  Cox  and  Mary  Neal  claim  that 
their  father  Joshua  was  a  grandson  of  Sir  Richard  Cox,  1652-1733. 

i 

Miss  Margaret  Ervin  Ford,  1616-13  of  South  Nashville,  Tenn.  is  a 
descendant  of  Joshua  through  Catherine  and  has  a  wealth  of  data  on 
her  line  extending  to  Joshua  and  his  wife  Mary  Neal.  She  has  amassed 
much  material  of  Sir  Richard  and  his  forebearers . 

(3)  Mary,  born  about  1728 — married  John  Craig  of  Pa.  Migrated 
to  the  Valley  of  Virginia  with  other  members  of  the  family  1757. 

Died  in  1805.  Mary  (Cox)  Craig  was  the  grandmother  of  Robert  Craig, 
Congressman,  Southwest  Virginia  district  about  1840,  for  whom  Craig 
County  was  named. 

(4)  David  Cox  and  his  descendants  traced  in  subsequent  pages. 

(5)  John  bora  1739;  mentioned  by  name  in  his  father's  will  1747; 
captured  by  Indians  Feb.  1756;  escaped  and  returned  home  in  August. 
Migrated  to  valley  of  Virginia  in  1756.  Married  Margaret  David  and 
settled  in  Gray con  County,  Virginia.  In  1766  he  was  a  captain  in  the 
Revolution.  Moved  to  Ashe  County,  N.  C.  where  he  died  Dec.  24,  1818. 
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(See  Strainers  1  Annals  of  Southwest  Va.)  The  Montgomery  Co.,  Va.  re¬ 
cords  1777-1787  and  the  monument  which  marks  the  grave  of  John  Cox, 
Ashe  Co.,  N.  C. 


(6)  Land  surveyed  in  the  Fincastle  District  1775,  which  later 
became  Grayson  County  were  two  surveys  for  one  William  Cox  for  505 
acres  lying  on  both  sides  of  Chestnut  Creek.  It  is  thought  he  might 
be  a  brother  of  John  and  David--but  no  proof.  Also  there  was  an 
Andrew  Cox  and  his  descendants  who  settled  south  as  the  Roan  Oak-- 
They  spalled  their  name  "Cock". 

(7)  David  Cox,  son  of  John  and--Rankins  Cox,  was  born  about  1737, 
near  McDowell's  Mill,  then  Lancaster  Co,  now  Franklin  C.  Pa.  Follow¬ 
ing  the  Indian  raid3  on  that  part  of  the  frontier  in  the  Spring  of 
1756,  in  which  two  of  his  brothers  and  a  brother-in-law  were  captured 
by  the  Indians,  David  Cox  and  other  members  of  his  family  came  to  the 
Valley  of  Virginia.  The  fact  that  he  and  two  of  his  brothers  are 
credited  with  military  service  under  Preston,  the  family  migration  to 
Virginia  must  be  fixed  as  in  the  fallcof  1756.  The  records  speak  j 
of  this  particular  campaign  of  Preston  in  1756,  but  the  Pennsylvania 
records  of  the  Provincial  Council,  Sept.  6,  1756  records  the  state¬ 
ment  of  John  Cox,  concerning  his  capture  and  escape  from  the  Indians. 
Kence  it  would  appear  that  the  family  set  out  immediately  for  Virginia 
where  numerous  families  that  had  already  settled  in  Augusta  Co.  Va. 
were  the  Pattersons,  McGowans,  also  spelled  McGown. 
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Daviu  Co::,  about  1764  married  Margaret  McGowan,  the  daughter  of 
Francis  and  Margaret  Patterson  McGowan.  John  Patterson,  the  grand¬ 
father  of  David  Cox's  wife,  was  Borden's . agent  in  the  settlement  of 
the  vast  Borden  tract  of  land  in  Augusta  County  as  it  was  then  con¬ 
stituted.  He  had  been  in  those  regions  for  come  time  prior  to  1740, 
when  his  son-in-law,  Francis  McGowan  came.  These  two  families  were 
settled  at  the  present  site  of  the  New  Providence  Presbyterian  Church, 
Rockbridge  County,  where  John  Patterson  is  buried.  It  was  to  this 
community  that  David  Cox  came.  Francis  McGowan  had  patented  and 
acquired  7  or  8  hundred  acres  of  land.  Francis  died  in  1761. 

By  the  year  1765,  David  Cox  and  his  brother  John  and  si3ter  Mary 
Craig  and  two  of  his  McGowan  brothers-in-law  had  all  moved  to  the 
southern  limits  of  Virginia.  At  that  date  all  this  southwestern 
area  was  still  Augusta  Co.  In  1769  it  became  Botetourt,  then  in 
1774  it  was  Fincastle  County.  In  1776  Montgomery  and  Wythe  in  1792.  • 
Grayson  was  formed  from  Wythe.  Hence  the  records  of  all  these  coun¬ 
ties  hold  the  tracts  of  our  David  Cox.  Brothers  Joshua  and  Richard 
v/ere  just  over  the  state  line  in  North  Carolina. 

There  is  documentary  proof  that  David  and  his  brothers,  John  and 
Joshua  enlisted  immediately  for  military  service  upon  their  arrival 
in  the  colony  of  Virginia  in  the  Fall  of  1756.  This  is  proven  by  an 
order  of  the  court  of  Montgomery  Co.  April  5,  1780.  This  order 
"certified  David  Cox  and  others  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office, 
for  military  service  under  Preston  on  the  frontiers  of  Augusta  in  his 
1755-56  campaign.  This  court  order  is  also  quoted  in  Summer's  Annals 
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of  Southwest  Virginia,  Page  738. 

In  Pennsylvania  records  show  the  three  Con  brothers  got  to  the 
Colony  of  Virginia  for  just  the  last  part  of  Preston's  campaign.  Re¬ 
cords  show  that  they  enlisted  immediately. 

In  Manning's  Statutes,  Vol,  8,  Page  129,  shows  David  was  paid 


2.1  lb.  for  military  services  in  Augusta  in  1759.  This  was  paid  for 
help  in  Capt.  Wm.  Christians  Co.  for  fighting  Indians. 

In  the  Indian  Massacre  as  reported  in  Morton's  History  in  1763, 
there  were  several  white  people  killed.  One  lady  murdered  by  the 
Indians  was  Mary  Hamilton,  and  her  lover,  John  McGowan,  who  died  of 
a  broken  heart  two  years  later. 

In  the  year  1765,  David  Cox  and  brother  John,  together  with  George 
and  Malcolm  McGowan,  two  brothers-in-law,  all  migrated  to  the  Hew 
River  section  of  the  Valley  of  Virginia  on  the  North  Carolina  line. 

In  a  Proclamation  of  the  Xing  1763,  soldiers  who  had  served  in 
the  French  and  Indian  Wars  on  the  frontiers  of  Virginia  were  declared 
eligible  for  land  grants,  and  among  those  so  listed  is  David  Cox,  also 

i 

brothers  of  John  and  Joshua  and  Malcolm  McGowan.  This  proclamation 
is  recorded  in  the  Montgomery  Co.  court  orders  and  is  quoted  in 
Summer's  Annals,  page  1415-1417. 

The  Fincastie  Court  for  Aipril  4,  1776,  records  that  David  Cox  was 
on  that  date  commissioned  Lieutenant  in  Capt.  John  Cox's  Co.  and 
further,  the  records  state  that  his  appointment  to  a  Lieutenancy  in 
this  county  replaced  Enoch  Osborne,  who  became  Captain  in  another  Co. 
These  files  are  in  Montgomery  Co.  Court  at  Chris tiansburg,  Virginia. 
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On  September  30,  1777  the  oath  of  allegiance  was  administered  to 
and  subscribed  by  the  members  of  Cant.  John  Cox’s  company.  First  name 
in  this  document  was  John  Cox  and  second  David  Cox,  showing  he  was 
still  Lieutenant  in  the  Company,  this  paper  is  also  in  files  in 
Montgomery  County  Court,  and  a  copy  of  it  is  in  the  State  Library, 
Archives  Department,  Richmond,  Virginia. 

With  the  beginning  of  tax  records  under  the  laws  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  1782,  David  Cox  was  in  possession  of  200  acres  of  land.  Plat 
Book  vl,  Grayson  County,  shows  two  additional  surveys,  page  64  and  78; 
the  first  for  200  and  second  COO  acres. 

In  1807,  after  his  younger  sons  had  all  become  of  legal  age,  and 
the  older  members  of  the  family  had  become  settled  on  property  of 
their  own,  David  Cox  deeded  to  each  of  his  four  younger  sons  a  farm 
of  200  acres,  /mid  at  the  time  of  his  death  some  twelve  years  later, 
1819,  after  disposing  of  a  number  of  slaves  and  other  property,  there 


remained  a  personal  estate  of  several  thousand  dollars.  David  Cox 
died  in  1819,  his  Will  having  been  admitted  to  record  at  the  May  term 


i 


of  court  in  that  year. 


THE  WILL  OF  DAVID  COX 


In  the  name  of  God,  Amen.  I  David  Cox,  of  the  county  of  Grayson, 
and  State  of  Virginia.  Doing  weak  in  body,  but  of  perfect  mind  memory 
Thanks  be  given  unto  God  calling  unto  mind  the  mortality  of  ir.y  body 
and  knowing  that  it  is  appointed  for  all  men  to  die,  do  make  and 
ordain  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament,  that  is  to  say  principally  • 
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and  first;  of  all  I  give  and  recommend  my  soul  into  the  hands  of  Al- 

/ 

mighty  God  that  gave  it  and  my  body  I  recommend  to  the  Earth  to  be 
buried  a  decent  Christian  burial  at  the  discretion  of  my  Executors. 
Nothing  doubting  but  at  the  general  resurrection  I  shall  recover  the 
same  again  by  the  mighty  power  of  God  and  as  touching  such  worldly 
Estate  where  with  it  has  pleased  God  to  bless  Die  in  this  life  I  give 
demise  and  dispose  of  the  same  in  the  following  manner  and  form: 

First,  I  make  and  appoint  my  son  Samuel  Cox  and  my  daughter  Ann 
to  be  xr.y  Executor  and  Executrix  of  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament, 
all  my  just  debts  to  be  paid  in  the  first  place  and  my  estate  to  be 
divided  as  follows:  To  my  daughter,  Ann  Cox,  I  give  and  bequeath  a 
Negro  boy  named  James,  also  to  my  daughter,  Catherine  Blevins,  I 
give  and  bequeath  a  Negro  boy  named  Ben  that  she  has  now  in  her 
possession.  Also  to  my  daughter,  Mary  Phipps,  I  give  and  bequeath  a 
Negro  girl  named  Sarah,  her  life-time,  and  at  her  death  the  said 
Negro  girl  and  her  increase,  if  any,  be  left  to  her  children.  Equal 
divided  also  to  my  daughter,  Margaret  Douglas  I  give  and  bequeath  a 
Negro  girl,  named  Agnes s ,  and  not  to  be  exposed  of  in  no  manner  by 
no  person  or  persons  in  her  natural  lifetime  to  be  equally  divided 
among  her  children.  To  seven  of  my  sons,  that  is  to  say  Joshua, 
Samuel,  David,  Andrew,  Rankin  and  Alexander  Coxes  I  give  and  bequeath 
my  four  Negroes,  to  wit,  Bett,  Jacob,  Alse  and  Pleasant  to  be  sat  up 
and  sold  amongst  ourselves  at  the  highest  bidder  and  Alse  and  her 
child  Pleasant  to  be  set  up  together  and  sold  and  the  money  to  be  . 
equally  divided  amongst  the  above  named  sons,  also  for  my  Negro  man 
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Rodgc  for  my  son  Samuel  to  take  in  his  possess  ion  Roger  and  keep  him 
at  work  for  twelve  years  and  then  set  him  free,  and  the  said  Sar.uel 
is  to  give  him  a  piece  of  land  his  lifetime  and  to  be  a  guardian  for 
said  Negro  to  see  that  he  behaves  himself,  and  to  see  that  he  won’t 
be  misused  without  a  cause.  Each  of  the  legatees  to  receive  one 
hundred  dollars  and  the  said  money  to  be  paid  yearly  and  to  be  paid 
agreeable  age  to  say  the  oldest  legatee  fir3t  and  so  on  till  the 
twelve  years  are  out.  If  the  said  Negro  Roger  dies  or  gets  unable 
to  work.  For  the  time  he  lives  or  is  able  to  do  good  work  for  each 
year  one  hundred  dollars.  That  is  to  be  equally  divided  amongst 
the  whole  of  the  legatees.  Also  my  son  Richard  Cox  I  give  and  be¬ 
queath  to  him  my  Smith  cools.  He  is  not  to  move  them  from  the  shop 
till  three  years  after  my  death;  a].so  to  my  son  Alexander  Co::  I 
give  and  bequeath  the  land  above  the  cross  fence  and  from  the  River 
as  the  fence  runs  to  the  fop  of  the  ridge  then  along  the  top  of  the 
Ridge  to  the  head  of  the  rock  hollow,  then  down  the  fence  to  his  own 
line.  If  he  lives  to  have  any  lawful  heirs  then  to  have  the  whole 
of  the  land  I  now  live  on.  Also  I  bequeath  and  give  my  grandson 
Haywood  Cox,  a  son  of  Samuel  Cox,  the  land  I  now  live  on  except  my 
son  Alexander  has  lawful  heirs.  Also  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my 
too  granddaughters ,  Matilda  and  Mehala  Douglass  one  black  mare  come 
of  Gegon  at  my  death.  The  said  mare  and  her  increase  to  be  sold 
and  the  money  put  to  interest  by  my  son  Samuel  till  they  come  of 
250.  If  one  dies,  the  other  to  have  the  whole.  Also  all  stock  of 
all  kinds  not  mentioned  in  this  my  will,  and  all  tools  and  all  nouse 
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hold  gooes  of  all  sorts  and  every  tiling  not  mentioned  to  be  discharged 

of  at  the  highest  bidder.  My  still  to  be  sold  at  the  highest  bidder, 

also  fifty  acres  of  land  lying  in  North  Carolina  Rankin  Cox  land  and 

Samuel  Cox’s.  The  land  fifty  acres  to  be  divided  equal  between  J 

Rankin  Cox  and  Haywood  Cox  or  Alexander  Cox.  Also  to  my  daughter, 

Ann  Cox  I  give  and  bequeath  one  trunk  and  Watts  Hymn  Cook,  also  to 

my  daughter  Mary  Phipps,  my  Bible.  To  Margaret  Douglas  to  have--. 

Rankin  Cox  to  have  the  Confession  of  Faith,  all  other  books  for  my 

son  Samuel  Cox  to  have  and  to  divide  them  if  he  thinks  proper,  or 

I  keep  them.  If  any  of  the  Legatees  is  dissatisfied  with  this  my  last 

I  Will,  they  are  not  to  have  anything  more  than  what  they  already  got 

from  me  and  I  do  hereby  utterly  disallow,  revoke,  and  disannul  all 
i 

and  every  form  and  testaments,  wills,  legacies,  bequeaths  and  Exe¬ 
cutors  by  me  or  any  wise  before  named,  willed  or  bequeathed  ratifying 
and  conforming  this  and  no  other  to  be  my  last  Will  and  Testament. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  here  unto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  this 
eigth  day  of  January  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1818.  2G0197B  | 

David  Cox  Seal 

Signed,  sealed,  published,  pronounced  and  delivered  by  the  said 
David  Cox  as  his  last  Will  and  Testament.  In  the  presence  of  us  who 
in  his  presence  and  In  the  presence  of  each  other  have  here  unto  sub¬ 
scribed  our  names:  John  Reaves,  George  Douglass,  Jess  Reaves  (X),  his 
mark,  Grayson,  April  Court  1819.  Recorder:  M.  Dickenson  C.  C. 

•  In  gathering  this  date  on  the  family  of  David  and  Margaret  Cox,  • 
all  known  sources  of  information  have  been  consulted.  Among  them  the 
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following:  ' ’Footprints  On  the  Sands  of  Time",  by  Dr.  A.  B.  Co;:, 

published  in  1900.  ’’Pioneer  Settlers  of  Cray  son  Co.  Va. "  by  Rev.  35. 


B.  Nuckolls,  published  in  1914.  “The  Cox  Family  in  America"  by  the 
Rev.  Ilenry  Miller  Cox. 


1. 

Joshua  Cox 

Children  of  David 
Born 

1766* 

and  Margaret  Cox 

Married 

Ruth  Osborne 

2. 

Ann 

1763 

Never  Married 

3. 

John 

.  1770 

4. 

S  mr.ua  1 

1773 

Rebecca  Osborne 

5. 

Catherine  Cox 

1775 

James  Blevins 

6. 

David  Cox 

1777 

i 

Lucy  Reaves 

7. 

Andrew  Cox 

1780 

Prudence  Reaves 

8. 

Rankin  Cox 

1732 

Mary  Burton 

9. 

Mary  Cox 

1784 

— Phipps 

10. 

Alexander  Cox 

17  36  • 

LI. 

Margaret  Cox 

1783 

George  Douglass 

L2. 

Richard  Cox 

1790 

Never  Married 

(1) 

generatear 

Andrew  Cox,  son  of  David  Cox  carried  Prudence  Reaves.  Ha  was 
born  in  1780 — his  wife,  1785.  Children — 2 — •William  H.  3  Christopher 
4.  Simeon  Cox,  Sr.  (5)  Simeon  0.  Jr.  Mi 111am  Cox  married  first 
Obedience  Hudson — second  marriage — Rebecca  Powers. 

Christopher  Columbus  Cox,  born  at  New  Market,  Madison  Co.  Alabama 
March  28,  1843 — died  in  Birmingham,  Alabama,  Jan.  14,  1929.  He 
married  on  April  22,  1865— Anne  Elizabeth  Swift,  daughter  of  Oliver 
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Ailaworth  Swift  and  his  wife  Martha  Anne  Fergus  on.  This  marriage 


v;as  consumatcd  in  Morgan  County,  Alabama,  where  life  began  ’’from 
scratch1'  in  the  aftermath  of  poverty  and  ruin  in  those  times.  Anne 
Elizabeth  Swift  Cox  died  January  7,  1921.  Christopher  and  Anne  Cox 
had  five  sons  as  follows:  (1)  William.  Edward  Coxe,  born  Nov.  2, 

1S56,  died  June  1930,  at  Birmingham,  Alabama.  Married  A lrc a  Hutcheson 
of  Alabama.  (2)  Thaddeus  Monroe  Coxe.  (3)  Rufus  Lyttelton  Coxe. 

(4)  Simeon  Coliver  Coxe,  born  Aug.  20,  1377,  died  Oct.  2,  1935. 

(5)  John  Swift  Cox.  Simeon  0.  Coxe  Sr.  met  Elizabeth  Ilammond, 
daughter  of  William  A.  Hammond  and  his  wife  Lelia  Hampton  Gordon. 

They  were  married  at  the  Seminary  in  Richmond  while  he  was  a  student, 
on  May  3,  1909.  They  had  one  son  Simeon  0.  Coxe,  Jr.,  who  has  so 
graciously  given  the  history  to  us  from  the  1500  century  to  date  of 
our  Cox  family. 

Simeon  0.  Coxe,  Jr.  was  bora  Aug.  15,  1910  at  the  Manse,  Rapidan, 
Va.  Attended  public  schools  in  Birmingham,  Ala.  and  Richmond,  Va. 
Graduated  from  V.M.I.  in  1933  and  Cornell  University  in  1934 — Civil 
Engineer  with  Tennessee  Valley  Authority  1934-44.  Corps  of  Engineers 
U.  S.  Army  1944-46.  Served  in  European  and  Pacific  Theaters.  Also 
Occupation  in  Japan.  Member  of  firm  B.  M.  Dornblatt  and  Associates, 
Consulting  Engineers,  New  Orleans,  La.,  1946-57.  Married  Aug.  13,  193 
at  Knoxville,  Term.  Mary  Caddell  Moses,  Daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Fred  Johnson  Moses  of  Knoxville.  Mary  Hoses  Coxe  was  born  June  29, 
1910,  at  Jellico,  Term.  She  graduated  from  the  University  of  Tennes- 
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Children,  of  Simeon  Jr.  and  Mary  Cor 


1957 

(1)  Simeon  0.  Core  III,  born  June  4,  1938.  Wow  a  student  in  the 
school  of  Architecture  at  Tulano  University.  (2)  Frederick  Todd 
Core,  born  June  13,  1940.  Now  a  junior  in  high  school.  (3)  David 
Swift  Core,  born  July  3,  1953.  Named  for  Lt.  David  Co::,  his  Parvolu- 
tionary  ancestor. 

Explanation  of  Coxe  spelling:  When  Christopher  C.  Cox  and  his 
five  sons  were  living  in  the  small  town  of  Kartselle,  Alabama,  there 
was  another  large  Cox  family  near  by.  The  mail  deliveries  became 
so  confused  that  our  family  added  the  ,:e“  to  help  the  postal  author¬ 
ities.  VJe  would  like  to  change  back  to  the  old  spelling,  but  this 
would  only  compound  the  confusion. 

S.  0.  C.  Jr. 
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